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 Medieval India refers to a long period of the Indian subcontinent's history between 
"ancient India" and "modern India" We divide the period from AD 750 to AD 1200 in 
two parts AD 750–AD 1000 and AD 1000– AD 1200. The history of Indian medieval 
period was started after the end of ancient age in 550 AD and it continued till 17th 
century when the Mughal Empire had broken. During this long time period different 
dynasties rose in power and took a commanding role in the Indian medieval history. 
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Tripartite Struggle 

A struggle for control over the Kannauj
(Gangetic region in north India) took place 
among three major empires of India namely 
the Palas, the Pratiharas and the 
Rastrakutas. 
 The Palas ruled the eastern parts of India 
while the Pratiharas controlled the western 
India (Avanti-Jalaor region). The 
ruled over the Deccan region of India. 
The struggle for control over Kannuj
(Gangetic region in north India) among
three dynasties is known as the Tripartite 
struggle in Indian history. 
 Dharmpala, the Pala king and Pratihara 
king, Vatsaraja clashed against each other 
for 
Kannauj. The latter emerged victorious
However, the moment the Rashtrakuta King
Dharmapala took the advantage of the situation and captured 
Kannauj was temporary. 
The tripartite struggle thus started, lasted for 
weak in the long run. This resulted into the political disintegration of the country and 
benefited the Islamic invaders from Middle
 

The significance of Kannauj
Kannauj was located on the Ganga trade route and was 
made Kannauj strategically and commercially very important. 
 
 
THE PALAS (8TH TO 11TH CENTURY)
 
The Pala Empire was an imperial power during the Late Classical period on the Indian 
subcontinent, which originated in 
whose rulers bore names ending with the suffix of 
ancient language of Sanskrit. 
 They were followers of the Mahayana
founded with the election of Gopala
Gauda in 750 CE. The Pala stronghold was located in Bengal and Bihar, which included the 
major cities of Vikrampura, Pataliputra, Gauda, Monghyr, Somapura, Ramvati (Varendra), 

struggle for control over the Kannauj 
took place 

empires of India namely 
the Palas, the Pratiharas and the 

parts of India 
controlled the western 

 Rastrakutas 
region of India.  

Kannuj 
among these 
Tripartite 

Pratihara 
clashed against each other 

The latter emerged victorious but was defeated by Rashtrakuta King Dhruva I
Rashtrakuta King returned to his kingdom in south, Pala king 

the advantage of the situation and captured Kannuj. But his control over 

thus started, lasted for two centuries and made all three d
. This resulted into the political disintegration of the country and 
invaders from Middle-east. 

The significance of Kannauj 
Kannauj was located on the Ganga trade route and was connected to the Silk route

and commercially very important.  

THE PALAS (8TH TO 11TH CENTURY) 

was an imperial power during the Late Classical period on the Indian 
subcontinent, which originated in the region of Bengal. It is named after its ruling dynasty, 
whose rulers bore names ending with the suffix of Pala, which meant "protector

the Mahayana or Greater Vehicle Buddhism. The empire was 
lection of Gopala ( “First Buddhist King” of Bengal”) as the emperor of 

in 750 CE. The Pala stronghold was located in Bengal and Bihar, which included the 
Vikrampura, Pataliputra, Gauda, Monghyr, Somapura, Ramvati (Varendra), 

4 
 

Rashtrakuta King Dhruva I. 
returned to his kingdom in south, Pala king 

. But his control over 

and made all three dynasties 
. This resulted into the political disintegration of the country and 

connected to the Silk route. This 

was an imperial power during the Late Classical period on the Indian 
. It is named after its ruling dynasty, 

protector" in the 

The empire was 
as the emperor of 

in 750 CE. The Pala stronghold was located in Bengal and Bihar, which included the 
Vikrampura, Pataliputra, Gauda, Monghyr, Somapura, Ramvati (Varendra),  
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Tamralipta and Jaggadala. The Palas
astute diplomats and military conquerors
army was noted for its vast war elephant corps. 
Their navy performed both mercantile
defensive roles in the Bay of Bengal
 The Palas were important promoters of 
classical Indian philosophy, literature
and sculpture. They built grand temples and 
monasteries, including the Somapura 
Mahavihara, and patronised the great 
universities of Nalanda and Vikramashila.
Proto-Bengali language developed under Pala 
rule. 
At its height in the early 9th century, the Pala Empire was the dominant power in the 
northern subcontinent, with its territory stretching across parts of modern
Pakistan, northern and northeastern India, Ne
peak under Emperors Dharmapala and Devapala
 
The resurgent Hindu Sena dynasty
the reign of the last major Buddhist
considered one of the golden eras of Bengali histor
language, including its first literary work, the Charyapada.
 
 

Rashtrakuta Empire  

 
Introduction: The Rashtrakutas

the dynasties of south India. They were of 
origin and Kanarese was their mother tongue. 
Malkhed near Sholapur was their capital. The earlier 
rulers of Rashtrakuta dynasty were 
rulers were Jains. The Rashtrakuta dynasty was not 
just influential over the whole of South India but 
was influential throughout the Indian subcontinent.

 
 The founder of this dynasty was 

(752-756 AD) who defeated 
captured Malwa from them and 
Chalukya kingdom by defeating 
II. 

Palas were 
diplomats and military conquerors. Their 

army was noted for its vast war elephant corps. 
mercantile and 

the Bay of Bengal.  
The Palas were important promoters of 

literature, painting 
. They built grand temples and 

monasteries, including the Somapura 
Mahavihara, and patronised the great 
universities of Nalanda and Vikramashila. The 

language developed under Pala 

At its height in the early 9th century, the Pala Empire was the dominant power in the 
northern subcontinent, with its territory stretching across parts of modern-day eastern 
Pakistan, northern and northeastern India, Nepal and Bangladesh. The empire reached its 

Dharmapala and Devapala. 

Hindu Sena dynasty dethroned the Pala Empire in the 12th century, ending 
Buddhist imperial power in the subcontinent. The Pala period is 

one of the golden eras of Bengali history. They laid the basis for the Bengali 
language, including its first literary work, the Charyapada. 

Rashtrakutas rose to power between 6th and 10th centuries among 

They were of Kannada 
was their mother tongue. 

was their capital. The earlier 
rulers of Rashtrakuta dynasty were Hindus but later 

The Rashtrakuta dynasty was not 
just influential over the whole of South India but 
was influential throughout the Indian subcontinent. 

dynasty was Dantidurga 
756 AD) who defeated Gurjaras and 

em and later Annexed 
by defeating Kirtivarman 
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At its height in the early 9th century, the Pala Empire was the dominant power in the 
day eastern 

The empire reached its 

in the 12th century, ending 
power in the subcontinent. The Pala period is 

They laid the basis for the Bengali 

centuries among 
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 Rashtrakutas ruled a vast empire stretching from the Ganga River and Yamuna 
River doab in the north to Cape Comorin in the south. 

 During their rule, Jain mathematicians and scholars contributed important 
works in Kannada and Sanskrit. 

 Dantidurga was succeeded by Krishna I and Kailash Temple at Ellora was built by 
him  

 Amoghvarsha was  the greatest ruler of this dynasty, he assumed the title of 
Viranarayana after defeating the Eastern Chalukyas. He is often referred as the 
“Ashoka of South”. He authored “Kavirajamarga” in Kannada language 

 Suleiman, an Arab emissary to the court of Amoghavarsha said “ the Rashtrakuta 
Empire was among the four greatest empires of that time, comparable with the 
Baghdad Caliphate, the Egyptian Empire, the Roman Empire, and the Chinese 
Empire”. 

 The main sources of income: - Regular Taxes, Occasional Taxes, Fines, 

Income Taxes, Miscellaneous Taxes And Tributes From Feudatories. 
 Krishna III, the last prominent ruler of dynasty, empire which had become 

scattered due to series of weak kings prior to him. Krishna III defeated the 
Cholas in Battle of Takkolam and captured Tanjore.  

 He expanded further to Rameshwaram.  
 He also  built Gandmartandamitya and Krishneshwara temple at 

Rameshwaram.  
 During his reign the great kannada poet Ponna wrote Shantipurana. 

 

Pratihara Empire  

Introduction: “Gurjara Pratiharas” 
means “the Pratihara clan of the 
Gurjaras”. They set up independent states 
in the 7th century. They started well under 
the ruler Nagabhatta-I. They ruled first at 
Ujjain and later at Kannauj. The Pratihara 
kings were Hindu.  

 Nagabhata II made Pratihara 
became the most powerful dynasty in 
northern India. 

 Mihirbhoja or Bhoja and his 
successor Mahendrapala I, the 
Pratihara Empire reached its peak of 
prosperity and power. 

 Rajashekhara was court poet of  Bhoja and was the teacher of the Gurjara-
Pratihara king Mahendrapala I 

 The Pratiharas dynasty declined after the defeat of Mahipala in the hands of 
the Rashtrakutas. 


